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Preface 
 

With the creation of the Core Task Force (CTF) in 2005, the University of Detroit Mercy began a formal reevaluation 
of the Core Curriculum.  It did so both as a matter of good academic practice and as a way to make the Core 
Curriculum amenable to assessment, as required by the University’s accrediting agency.  After the CTF developed a 
set of comprehensive learning outcomes, the Core Curriculum Implementation Committee (CCIC) was charged in 
2011 with utilizing these outcomes to create a set of guidelines for faculty wishing to submit courses for a new 
outcomes-based core.  This is the document you have before you. 
 
This new Core Curriculum of the University of Detroit Mercy reflects the values of the Jesuit and Mercy traditions by 
preparing students to participate more fully as thoughtful, creative, compassionate, engaged, and successful 
members of global society.  Through their active participation in a scholarly community, students will learn to 
communicate effectively, think clearly, and integrate the intellectual, spiritual, ethical, and social dimensions of 
their personal and professional lives. 
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1. Mission Statement of the Core Curriculum  

The Core Curriculum of the University of Detroit Mercy, reflecting the values of the Jesuit and Mercy 
traditions, prepares students to participate more fully as thoughtful, creative, compassionate, engaged, and 
successful members of the global society. Through active participation in a scholarly community, students will 
learn to communicate effectively, think clearly, and integrate the intellectual, spiritual, ethical, and social 
dimensions of their personal and professional lives. 

 

2. Structure of the New Core Curriculum 

Core Area Core Curriculum Learning Outcomes 

A. Core Proficiencies for 
Knowing the World  

A1. Written Communication  

A2. Oral Communication  

A3. Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning  

B. Knowing the World Through 
Observation and 
Experimentation  

B1. Physical Sciences  

B2. Social Sciences  

B3. Statistical and Probabilistic Reasoning  

C. Knowing the World By 
Transcending the Physical 

C1. Philosophical Knowledge  

C2. Religious Knowledge  

D. Knowing the World Through 
Interpretation and 
Inspiration  

D1. Historical Knowledge  

D2. Literature  

D3. Fine and Creative Arts  

E. Knowing the World In Order 
to Improve it 

E1. Ethics, Social Justice, and Professional Responsibility  

F. Integrating Themes 

F1. Reading, Writing, and Research Across-the-Core Curriculum  
 

F2. Critical Thinking  

F3. Understanding Cultural Diversity  

F4. Understanding Human Difference  

F5. Spirituality & Meaning Related to Personal Development  

F6. Spirituality & Meaning Related to Social Justice  

 

3. The Purpose of the Course Review Process 

The purpose of this process is to insure the integrity of the Core Curriculum at the University of Detroit Mercy, and 
to provide a mechanism for gathering information for the purposes of assessment and accreditation. 

 

4. The Basic Criteria and Process for Evaluation of A-E Core Courses 

In order for a course to be considered for possible inclusion in the Core, it must meet three basic criteria: 

A. Faculty with the appropriate subject matter expertise must teach the course. 

B. The course must fulfill all the learning outcomes for the relevant academic area of the Core. 
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C. The course must include a means of assessment that will determine whether or not the course is achieving these 
learning outcomes, through the use of criteria, rubrics, and evidence developed and determined at the level of 
the academic unit or department that is the origin of the proposed course, based on Bloom’s taxonomy of 
learning (see Appendix A). 

There are four general steps to this process: 

Step One: A department (the department of origin) submits a course to the Core Curriculum Implementation 
Committee (CCIC) for inclusion in the new Core.   

The department of origin must approve the proposal, and the department chair must sign the Core Curriculum 
Course Submission Form (Page 17).  The department of origin/chair is responsible for making sure the syllabus 
meets the McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines and any other applicable syllabus guidelines. 

i. If the proposed course is either: (a) a new course (i.e., a course not yet approved for inclusion in the 
University’s catalog) or (b) if the proposal requires a substantial change in the description of an existing 
course in order to align the description, course title, syllabus, and requirements with the new Core 
Curriculum guidelines, then the proposal must be reviewed and approved by the originating department’s 
college or school curriculum committee (CSCC).  Once approved, the proposal will be forwarded to the 
CCIC for review.  

ii. If the course proposal requires no substantial change in the description of an existing course in order to 
align the description, course title, syllabus, and requirements with the new Core Curriculum guidelines, 
then the proposal can be forwarded directly to the CCIC for review. 

Step Two: The CCIC reviews the proposal for completeness. 

The committee will ensure that the submission form has been filled out completely, that it is accompanied by a 
syllabus that meets the McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines, and that it includes the relevant Core 
Curriculum learning outcomes verbatim.  The committee will also ensure that the proposal includes information 
on how the learning outcomes will be assessed. 

Result 2A: Proposal is complete. Proceed to Step 3.  The proposal is forwarded to the appropriate CSCC for 
evaluation. 

Result 2B: The proposal will be returned to the department of origin with feedback regarding elements missing 
from the proposal. 

Step Three: The CCIC forwards the complete proposal to the appropriate CSCC for evaluation of the content of the 
proposal.   

The CSCC will answer the following question:  does the proposal provide evidence that the course satisfies all 
of Core Curriculum learning outcomes claimed for it?   

i. If the proposal originates from a department that falls under the normal purview of the CSCC, the CSCC 
may consult with the department of origin for additional explanation of how the course meets the learning 
objectives claimed for it.  

ii. If the course originates from a department, college or academic unit outside the normal purview of the 
CSCC, the CSCC will immediately consult the department/s with the relevant expertise.   

Result 3A: The CSCC recommends inclusion of the course in the Core to the CCIC. 

Result 3B: The CSCC provides written feedback to the CCIC on any problem areas, allowing the department of 
origin to augment or modify the proposal for re-submission to the CSCC, who will keep the CCIC informed of 
the status of a proposal at all stages as needed. 

Step Four: The CCIC reviews both the proposal and the CSCC recommendation. 

Result 4A: The CCIC approves the recommendation for acceptance.  The course is added to the pool of 
potential Core courses 
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Result 4B: The CCIC agrees with the recommendation for revision and the proposal is returned to the 
originating department. 

Result 4C: The CCIC’s recommendation is at odds with that of the CSCC and must be arbitrated by the MFA. 

Please see Appendix E for a flowchart of this process. 

 

5. The Basic Criteria and Process for Evaluation of Integrating Themes (F) Core Courses 

There are six integrating themes:  

• Reading, Writing, and Research (F1)  

• Critical Thinking (F2)  

• Understanding Cultural Diversity (F3)  

• Understanding Human Differences (F4) 

• Spirituality and Meaning Related to Personal Development (F5)  

• Spirituality and Meaning Related to Social Justice (F6)  

The integrating themes will be handled as attributes, indicating content that can be incorporated in an existing 
course or combined in a new course. Courses that are proposed for another learning area of the Core (A-E 
sections) could be revised to incorporate also one or more of these integrating themes. Addressing integrating 
themes in proposed A-E Core courses is not required in order for a course to be accepted for the Core. Attributes 
may also be fulfilled through courses in major programs.  

Completion of attributes will be tracked by the registrar’s office for meeting requirements for graduation, just as 
are the current Core requirements. The intention of having integrating themes of the Core is to promote learning 
in these areas throughout the student’s learning experience. All learning outcomes of an integrating theme need 
to be addressed in order for a course to receive an attribute designation. In addition, it is recommended, but not 
required, that faculty look for ways to incorporate some outcomes from these themes in other courses, where 
appropriate.  

In order for a course to be considered as addressing an Integrating Theme attribute, it must meet three basic 
criteria: 

A. Faculty with the appropriate subject matter expertise must be involved in developing the course content 
related to the attribute. 

B. The course must fulfill all the learning outcomes for the attribute. 

C. The course must include a means of assessment that will determine whether or not the course is achieving 
these learning outcomes, through the use of criteria, rubrics, and evidence. 

There are four general steps to this process:  

Step One: A department (the department of origin) submits a course to the Core Curriculum Implementation 
Committee (CCIC) for inclusion in the new integrating themes part of the Core. 

The department of origin must approve the proposal and the department chair must sign the Core Curriculum 
Course Submission Form (Page 17). The department of origin/chair is responsible for making sure the syllabus 
meets the McNichols campus Syllabus Guidelines and any other applicable syllabus guidelines. 

i. If the proposed course is either (a) a new course (i.e., a course not yet approved for inclusion in the 
University’s catalog) or (b) requires a substantial change in the description of an existing course in order to 
align the description, course title, syllabus, and requirements with the new integrating themes Core attribute 
guidelines, then the proposal must be reviewed and approved by the originating department’s college or 
school curriculum committee (CSCC). Once approved, the proposal will be forwarded to the CCIC for 
review.  
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ii. If the course proposal requires no substantial change in the description of an existing course in order to 
align the description, course title, syllabus, and requirements with the new Core integrating themes attribute 
guidelines, then the proposal can be forwarded directly to the CCIC for review. 

Step Two: The CCIC reviews the proposal for completeness. 

The committee will ensure that the submission form has been filled out completely, that it is accompanied by a 
syllabus that meets the McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines and that it includes the relevant integrating 
themes attribute learning outcomes verbatim. The committee will also ensure that the proposal includes 
information on how the learning outcomes will be assessed.  

Result 2A: Proposal is complete. Proceed to Step 3. The proposal is forwarded to the appropriate Review 
Committee for Integrating Themes (RCIT) for evaluation. 

Result 2B: The proposal will be returned to the department of origin with feedback regarding elements missing 
from the proposal. 

Step Three: The CCIC forwards the complete proposal to the appropriate RCIT for evaluation of the content of the 
proposal in relation to the integrating themes attribute(s). The RCIT will be comprised of experts in the theme areas 
from various traditional departments, interdisciplinary programs and/or other programs 

Result 3A: The RCIT recommends inclusion of the course as integrating themes attribute Core course.  

Result 3B: The RCIT provides written feedback to the CCIC on any problem areas, allowing the department of 
origin to augment or modify the proposal for re-submission to the RCIT, who will keep the CCIC informed of 
the status of a proposal at all stages as needed. 

Step Four: The CCIC reviews both the proposal and the RCIT recommendation. 

Result 4A: The CCIC approves the recommendation for acceptance.  The course is added to the pool of 
potential Core courses 

Result 4B: The CCIC agrees with the recommendation for revision and the proposal is returned to the 
originating department. 

Result 4C: The CCIC’s recommendation is at odds with that of the RCIT and must be arbitrated by the MFA. 

Please see Appendix E for a flowchart of this process. 

 

6. Learning Outcomes for the New Core Curriculum 

A. Core Proficiencies for Knowing the World 

Written Communication (A1) 

Educated people communicate effectively through writing and speaking in a variety of settings. They inform, 
persuade, and often make discoveries that go beyond the task initially undertaken. Both written and oral 
communications emphasize the coherent organization of ideas and clarity of expression at the level of the sentence 
and the broader statement. Communication also requires depth of thought and exploration, engaging students in the 
continual development of critical thinking skills so they may learn to communicate with purpose and meaning. 
Effective communication must also include careful consideration of the intended audience, as well as a 
consideration of the medium used for communicating ideas be it print, spoken language, visual representation, or 
electronic means. Because communication is social and interactive, effective communicators read as well as write, 
listen as well as speak, and can synthesize what they read and hear into their own compositions. Courses at the 
1000-level provide a platform for developing these skills, however, all faculty and departments are responsible for 
continuing this process through other Core classes and those taught in students' academic units. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Develop and use metacognitive or alternative strategies to comprehend text and other resource content.  

2: Summarize the main ideas and key details of written texts and other forms of communication.  
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3: Engage in pre-writing activities that generate ideas and explore facts, feelings, and assumptions, while 
employing a process that fosters self-knowledge and further inquiry.  

4: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative or analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback, and publishing for a particular audience.  

5: Create a thesis statement or main claim and supporting claims for academic presentation and argument 
(on the basis of further inquiry).  

6: Determine target audiences and demonstrate rhetorical strategies appropriate in form and tone to engage 
the audience using standard, discipline-appropriate academic language and documentation.  

7: Use appropriate research strategies with a variety of resources to support research papers and other 
academic arguments, including: analyzing sources for relevance to the argument, and synthesizing these 
sources into written work while avoiding plagiarism and infringements of copyright regulations.  

 

Oral Communication (A2) 

Students will be able to: 

1: Demonstrate an understanding of the types of speech presentation.  

2: Formulate a clear, achievable, ethical purpose for a speech.  

3: Analyze an audience and adapt the speech to achieve a specific purpose.  

4: Deliver a speech extemporaneously.  

5: Demonstrate effective use of voice (pitch, rate, volume, etc.) and nonverbal cues (eye contact, gestures, 
etc.) to achieve a speech goal.  

6: Integrate supporting material and supplementary aids into a speech in an ethical manner.  

7: Demonstrate an understanding of the role and elements of speaker credibility and integrate elements to 
enhance credibility.  

[back] 

 

Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning (A3) 

An educated person should be able to understand and represent quantitative information symbolically, visually, 
numerically, and verbally. Communicating information, interpreting data, and predicting outcomes are important 
skills in a data-intensive world and require quantitative, symbolic, and statistical reasoning. These types of 
reasoning, when combined with the ability to identify and apply mathematical techniques to interpret and solve 
problems enable people to conceptualize ideas and make informed decisions. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Demonstrate number sense. Estimate and check answers to mathematical problems in order to determine 
reasonableness, identify alternatives, and select optimal results. Make appropriate use of technology, being 
mindful of its limitations when solving problems.  

2: Recognize the behavior of polynomial, rational, radical, exponential, and logarithmic models. Represent 
the quantitative phenomena in these models using verbal, graphical, tabular, and symbolic form.  

3: Solve problems using mathematical (arithmetical, algebraic, geometric, and statistical) methods.  

4: Correctly convert, interpret, and analyze different units of measure.  
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5: Use mathematical models to interpret, hypothesize, and communicate about quantitative phenomena, 
such as the behavior of drugs in the blood, changes in populations, and fluctuations in prices.  

 

B. Knowing the World Through Observation and Experimentation 

Educated people understand the scientific method, and have an appreciation of how the physical and social 
sciences influence our world. Researchers are able to design experiments that validate hypotheses within particular 
science fields, each of which has its own relevant body of knowledge. Research methods can help to eliminate 
personal biases in observation and experimentation. Physical and social sciences examine the world through 
qualitative and quantitative methodologies that can direct research and impact political, economic, and social 
decisions. Science takes place in a social context, and consequently requires researchers to remain aware of the 
ethical implications of their research. 

Physical Sciences (B1) 

Students will be able to: 

1: Acquire basic contemporary science literacy that enables discussion of scientific issues at a non-
professional level of expertise.  

2: Apply the distinctively empirical methodology of the sciences to study physical phenomena.  

3: Recognize the interdisciplinary aspect of science, not only to other forms of scientific inquiry, but to 
fields of study outside of science.  

4: Identify ethical boundaries and implications of contemporary scientific developments.  

5: Identify the historical development and social impact of science.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 
Social Sciences (B2) 

Students will be able to: 

1: Identify major ideas and theories and their application in the social sciences.  

2: Recognize how scientific methodology is used to study major areas of both personal and public life.  

3: Evaluate the implications of qualitative and quantitative methods and their results.  

4: Recognize the relationship between the social sciences and other academic disciplines.  

5: Distinguish the use and misuse of research findings from the social sciences in public life.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 [back] 
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Statistical and Probabilistic Reasoning (B3) 

Educated citizens need a critical understanding of statistical reasoning to examine and analyze data, interpret 
variability and risk, and to effectively make and refute arguments. An understanding of elementary probability and 
statistics is essential for making sound decisions and wise choices. Likewise, an understanding of statistics supports 
the ability to differentiate "the useful and the accurate from the useless and the misleading" (2005, Utts). 

Students will be able to: 

1: Use simple sampling and estimation techniques.  

2: Perform basic statistical analyses, including hypothesis testing and confidence intervals.  

3: Represent data groups graphically and symbolically for various types of data, such as demographic 
information.  

4: Apply concepts of probability and probability measures, for instance, in determining risk assessment or 
interpreting predictions.  

5: Analyze and evaluate common statistical situations, such as making a claim of a novel scientific finding 
or outcomes of polls and surveys.  

6: Recognize that mathematical and statistical methods have limits, and be able to identify their misuse.  

7: Effectively communicate technical results of statistical work.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 

C. Knowing the World by Transcending the Physical 

Philosophical Knowledge (C1) 

Students should understand the various ways in which philosophy achieves its insights and the kinds of questions it 
addresses, its major areas of study, and its importance in rationally evaluating their own beliefs and the beliefs of 
others. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Define the basic elements of the logical analysis of arguments.  

2: Recognize the role of philosophy as a foundation for other modes of inquiry.  

3: Identify and discuss central issues of philosophy, that is, questions concerning truth and knowledge, 
reality, moral values, and social justice.  

4: Recognize the rich diversity of philosophical viewpoints.  

5: Provide rational support for their beliefs, and fairly and reasonably evaluate the positions of others.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 
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Religious Knowledge (C2) 

The study of religion investigates the ways in which human communities develop and express their understandings 
of the sacred, and the meanings and purposes of life. The study of the beliefs and practices of various cultures is an 
important step toward self-knowledge, and fosters a more inclusive world community. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Identify sources and purposes of religious ideas and rituals and how differences of interpretation form 
within and among religions.  

2: Explain the role of religion and spirituality in human life and society, regardless of their personal beliefs.  

3: Demonstrate a critical appreciation for the approach, analysis, and comprehension of religion through 
the broader perspectives of various disciplines.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

[back] 

 

D. Knowing the World Through Interpretation and Inspiration 

Historical Knowledge (D1) 

History is a form of inquiry and understanding that puts special emphasis on how the past influences both the 
present and the future, by examining the forces and processes of historical change and continuity. Students should 
be familiar with major historical events that have shaped both Western and non-Western cultures, as well as the 
diversity of interpretations of these events. This includes an understanding of the way historical evidence is 
discovered, evaluated and interpreted. Studying the past sheds light on the present, and is an essential aspect of 
shaping a humane and just world. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Recognize and appreciate the forces of historical continuity and change.  

2: Explain the relationships among historical events, culture and social forces.  

3: Demonstrate how history and the writing of history influence culture and social perspectives, and how 
culture and social perspectives influence history and the writing of history.  

4: Evaluate historical and contemporary perspectives about the world.  

5: Explain how major historical events shape societies.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  
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F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 

Literature (D2) 

Students read a range of literature to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, 
aesthetic) of human experience. Students read texts to build an understanding of the artful use of language, of 
themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; and for personal 
fulfillment. Students may read classic or contemporary works in the genres of fiction, drama, or poetry. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Develop an awareness of the diverse literatures and genres that express human experiences and 
represent varied cultural perspectives.  

2: Recognize how various theoretical perspectives may alter or illuminate the interpretation of a work of 
literature.  

3: Demonstrate an understanding of the problems associated with literary representation, such as the 
relationship of a given work of literature to the culture of which it is an artifact, the relationship between 
one text and another and the relationship between the author, the text and the reader.  

4: Compare and contrast literary theories as they complement, overlap with, or conflict with each other and 
with the perspectives of other disciplines.  

5: Write analytic essays as well as less formal responses to literature making use of a literary critical 
vocabulary to address issues in specific texts. (Analysis) 

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 

Fine and Creative Arts (D3) 

The study of art is essential for the complete education of the whole person. Artistic knowledge provides students 
with insight into the creative process, non-linear modes of thinking, problem-solving, and expression. The intent of 
the fine arts requirement of the Core Curriculum is to foster a deeper understanding of the human condition and to 
develop the critical listening, observation, and thinking skills necessary for the appreciation and understanding of 
cultural artifacts. "Art" is understood to encompass various forms of artistic expression. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Demonstrate basic visual and aural literacy.  

2: Comprehend the historic development of an artistic form and locate specific works within that tradition.  

3: Explain the relationship between artistic production and the culture in which it arises.  

4: Discuss the multiple interpretative possibilities of any artistic production and how they change over time.  

5: Evaluate works of art in light of aesthetic principles and historic precedent.  

6: Distinguish works of fine art from products of popular and vernacular culture.  

7: Formulate cogent arguments about artistic works using the appropriate critical and technical vocabulary.  
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8: Apply critical principles to the examination of an immediate, direct personal experience with a work of 
art.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 

E. Knowing the World in Order to Improve It 

Ethics, Social Justice, and Professional Responsibility (E1) 

A general ethics education is central to the Jesuit and Mercy charisms, and is foundational to the development of 
personal, social, and professional responsibility. Our capacity to recognize and regard each other as moral agents, 
and to guide our decisions and actions by that recognition, is an essential feature of being human. Built on this 
recognition, ethics education enables the student to think in terms of the right and the good in human action at 
personal, professional, and communal levels. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Define basic norms of other-regarding (moral) conduct.  

2: Recognize the moral dimension of everyday human interactions and experiences.  

3: Recognize at personal, professional, and societal levels the significant moral interests and claims of 
individuals and the common good.  

4: Compare and contrast basic theories of moral reasoning by evaluating their strengths and weaknesses.  

5: Formulate and support ethical judgments by assessing relevant values, principles, virtues, rights, and 
responsibilities of all concerned.  

F1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback and publishing for a particular audience.  

F1: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Additional F1 learning outcomes as appropriate to the course. 

 
F. Integrating Themes 

Reading, Writing, and Research Across-The-Core Curriculum (F1) 

One distinctive measure of an academic education is the quality of work students submit. Developing proficiency 
in reading, writing, and research empowers students to become more self-directed and to assume greater 
responsibility over their own learning. With this in mind, all Core Curriculum courses (in sections B-E) will include 
reading, writing, and research assignments. Proficiency in reading, writing and research ensures well-developed 
papers, reports, and presentations. This proficiency enables learners to master content; to extend their investigations 
through analysis, evaluation, synthesis, and integration; and to establish a basis for lifelong learning that is common 
to all academic disciplines and learning environments. 

Please Note: The first two outcomes of F1 are to be incorporated into all of the B, C, D, and E Core courses. 

Students will be able to: 



revised 7/31/2013 Page 15 

1: Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate to the argumentative and analytic nature of academic 
work that includes generating ideas, focusing, drafting, and revising—revision being a process that involves 
reflection, editing, feedback, and publishing for a particular audience.  

a: Develop and refine proficiency of mechanical issues and grammatical usage in the creation  
of academic or professional writing, including visual texts. 

b: Determine target audiences and develop rhetorical strategies appropriate to those audiences.  

c: When writing scientific papers, describe and apply basic empirical research methods, including 
research design, analysis of data and of causal relationships, and interpretation of results. Recognize 
the strengths and limitations of empirical evidence-based research methods in a specific field of 
study.  

2: Comprehend and practice ethical methods to avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

3: Employ appropriate research strategies with a variety of resources. Evaluate the resources used and the 
information selected from them.  

a: Develop and use metacognitive or alternative strategies in order to comprehend text and other 
resource content.  

b: Demonstrate the ability to summarize the main ideas and key details of a resource.  

c: Document resource citations according to standard writing styles, such as APA and MLA. In cases 
of scientific papers or lab reports cite resources and findings in a method that effectively 
communicates the results of an experiment.  

 

Critical Thinking (F2) 

Critical thinking is at the core of every field of study in the university. It involves more than the collection of facts 
and information; it demands that students interrogate the complex cultural and social assumptions that inform the 
construction of knowledge. Critical thinking cultivates the ability to empathize with and evaluate differing points of 
view. This ability offers students the opportunity to enlarge, refine, reshape, and reevaluate their own views of the 
world in light of these other perspectives. Critical thinking also develops intellectual autonomy, so students may 
decide independently what to believe in an informed way. Critical thinking requires at once receptiveness to new 
ideas and a healthy skepticism that tests these ideas against previous experience and knowledge, as well as the 
standards of orderly, sound and cogent argumentation. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Identify the assumptions, methods, and standards of evidence in various fields of study.  

2: Recognize the language of signs and symbols and their role in cultural discourse.  

3: Apply the fundamentals of sound argumentation in order to critically analyze the evolving aspects of 
human knowledge and experience.  

4: Compare different opinions and claims of knowledge, and recognize the limitations of their own 
perspectives.  

5: Discriminate between results and conclusions, and evaluate their implications for social and cultural 
situations.  

 

Understanding Cultural Diversity (F3) 

The topics of diversity and difference are central to the education of the individual, for the understanding of and 
engagement in the contemporary world. UDM students will develop a critical awareness of cultural diversity and 
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human differences. In order to promote greater respect and acknowledgement of the inherent dignity of all persons, 
students will examine questions of diversity in its various forms. 

Students will be able to: 

1: Express a basic knowledge of a variety of cultures and the issues and challenges experienced.  

2: Recognize the interdependence of cultures in both domestic and global terms. 

3: Recognize the intellectual and spiritual limitations of their own cultural assumptions and biases by 
attaining new perspectives and demonstrate an understanding of diverse ways of knowing.  

4: Cultivate intercultural competence.  

 

Understanding Human Difference (F4) 

Students will be able to: 

1: Express greater interpersonal understanding, recognizing that human differences, such as gender, race, 
ethnicity, class, sexuality, ableness, and other identity categories, are complex and varied.  

2: Interpret ways in which group identities are formed in a heterogeneous society.  

3: Evaluate the issues arising from inequity, prejudice, and exclusion in contemporary societies.  

 

Spirituality and Meaning Related to Personal Development (F5) and Social Justice (F6) 

The missions of the Society of Jesus and the Sisters of Mercy merge faith and spirituality with education, 
professional development, compassionate service, and commitment to justice. Finding God in all things requires 
discernment, decision- making, and understanding issues of justice. Service to humanity requires personal 
engagement with people who are poor or marginalized and reflection on this experience. As an urban institution 
the University of Detroit Mercy is committed to integrating the Jesuit and Mercy ideals of education with the City of 
Detroit's political, economic, and social realities. 

Spirituality and Meaning Related to Personal Development (F5) 

Students will be able to: 

1: Articulate the Ignatian and Mercy charisms in the context of the Catholic intellectual tradition as a faith 
that engages the world.  

2: Recognize the value of the human person, human endeavor, human community, and the theological 
belief in a world that is inherently good.  

3: Examine one's experience with regard to the search for transcendence, faith, and spirituality.  

4: Explore one's personal vocation and mission.  

 

Spirituality and Meaning Related to Social Justice (F6) 

Students will be able to: 

1: Appraise and evaluate the goals, values, and conceptions of social justice.  

2: Cultivate an understanding of the dynamics of economic, political, and social injustice.  

3: Investigate remedies to social injustice.  

 

7. Core Curriculum Course Submission Form (next page) 
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University of Detroit Mercy 
Core Curriculum Course Submission Form 

 

Use this form to submit an existing course, or a new course to UDM Core Curriculum.  New courses should be 
approved by the department/college according to your college’s normal course approval process. 

Please Note: This file is an MS Word document in the form of a table. The table will automatically expand as 
needed. Remember to save your work frequently. 

1. Name of faculty member proposing course inclusion 
in Core (please type or print clearly) 
 
 
 

Department of faculty 
member 

Application Date 

2. Course acronym and number 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For new course offerings, include the course 
number only if one has been assigned through the 
registrar 

Full course name 
 
 
 
Pre-requisites 
 
 
Co-requisites 
 
 

3. Catalog description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! !
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4. Core Curriculum learning outcomes to be fulfilled by this course.  Place a √  by the learning outcomes that this 
course will fulfill. Proposed courses must fulfill all of the learning outcomes listed under each given outcome area. 

Core Area √  Check here Core Curriculum Learning Outcomes 

A. Core Proficiencies for 
Knowing the World  

 A1. Written Communication  

 A2. Oral Communication   

 A3. Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning   

B. Knowing the World Through 
Observation and 
Experimentation  

 B1. Physical Sciences  

 B2. Social Sciences  

 B3. Statistical and Probabilistic Reasoning  

C. Knowing the World By 
Transcending the Physical 

 C1. Philosophical Knowledge  

 C2. Religious Knowledge  

D. Knowing the World Through 
Interpretation and 
Inspiration  

 D1. Historical Knowledge  

 D2. Literature  

 D3. Fine and Creative Arts  

E. Knowing the World In Order 
to Improve it 

 
E1. Ethics, Social Justice, and Professional Responsibility  

F. Integrating Themes 

 F1. Reading, Writing, and Research Across-the-Core Curriculum   

F2. Critical Thinking   

F3. Understanding Cultural Diversity 

F4. Understanding Human Difference   

F5. Spirituality & Meaning Related to Personal Development  

F6. Spirituality & Meaning Related to Social Justice  

!
5. Course syllabus 

_____ A full course syllabus is attached OR  _____ a generic course syllabus/guidelines is attached (for multiple 
sections).  Important Note: The syllabus must follow the approved McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines 
(Appendix B), and must include the relevant UDM Core Curriculum learning outcomes verbatim. 

6. Methods of assessment.  Assessment of learning outcomes should be embedded into the course. Attach the 
assessment rubric(s) that will be used and/or include a description of how the learning outcomes will be assessed. 
Assessment of learning outcomes may be accomplished in a wide variety of ways, including but not limited to, 
questions within an exam, papers, assignments, presentations, portfolios, etc.  

_____ Rubric is attached. 

Description (not required if rubric is attached) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
!
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!
7. Instructor qualifications.  Describe the academic qualifications for an instructor expected to teach sections of 
this course.   
 
 

!
8. Course section offerings expected 
All sections offered should meet the Core 
learning outcomes and include appropriate 
assessment of those outcomes.  

Fall Term 
 

One section 
 

Multiple sections 
 

Winter Term 
 

One section 
 

Multiple sections 
 

Summer Term(s) 
 

One section 
 

Multiple sections 
 

9. Signatures Faculty member proposing course for Core 
 
 
 

Date 

Chair of department or departmental curriculum committee 
 
 
 

Date 

Important Note: Course proposals that are new to the department/college should first go through the normal 
departmental/college approval process.   
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8. Timeline for Implementing the New Core Curriculum 

 
 

! !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 The Board of Trustees meets only in January, June, and October. 
2 No flexibility with submission of fall schedule.!

May 2013 Document titled "Guidelines for Proposing a Course for Inclusion in the 
University Core Curriculum" delivered by Core Curriculum Implementation 
Committee (CCIC) to McNichols Faculty Assembly (MFA). 

August-November 
2013 

Workshops offered to all faculty. Call for courses. 

September 2013 - 
March 1, 2014 

CCIC accepts course submission on a rolling basis and works with 
college/school curriculum committees. 

March 1, 2014 Deadline to submit initial batch of courses for consideration in new Core 
Curriculum.  After this date courses will continue to be accepted for review 
but may not be included in the Fall 2015 course list. 

April 30, 2014 Review of initial batch of courses ends. 
August 2014 Final report delivered from CCIC to MFA, which will include all courses 

preliminarily approved for the new Core Curriculum.   

September 2014 The MFA reviews the final report of the CCIC for possible amendments and 
takes a vote of approval.  The approved report is delivered to the Provost 
and Vice President of Academic Affairs (P/VPAA). 

October 2014 The P/VPAA delivers the report to the Academic Leadership Team (ALT), 
President’s Council (PC), and the Board of Trustees (BOT).1 

November 2014 Colleges/schools submit to the Office of the Registrar a list of all courses that 
can fulfill the new Core requirements (especially noting any new courses) 
for the Fall 2015 Schedule of Classes. 

November 2014 - 
February 2015 

Departments make changes to program requirements based on new Core 
Curriculum.  Changes sent to the Registrar to update on-line degree 
evaluation programs, catalog, etc. 

January 20152 Colleges/schools submit Fall 2015 Schedule of Classes (including new Core 
offerings) to the Office of the Registrar. 

February 2015 Fall 2015 Schedule of Classes published on web. 

March 10, 2015 Advising for Fall 2015 begins, with new transfer students following the new 
Core.   

June 2015 First SOAR freshmen are advised, using the new Core. 

August 2015 All new UDM students follow the new Core. 
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Appendix A 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 
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Bloom’s Taxonomy 
The revised Bloom’s taxonomy was designed to provide a tool that has more clarity and distinction 
between the categories and that can be used to write objectives; align objectives, activities and 
assessments; and determine the levels of test items. The writers of the revised taxonomy explained that 
there was a need to incorporate new knowledge and thought about learning into the taxonomy.  

The taxonomy is now two-dimensional, with a knowledge dimension and a cognitive process dimension. 
The knowledge dimension is the “what” or the object of the process we want students to engage in and 
the cognitive process dimension is the verb indicating what we want students to do to that object. For 
example, the second outcome listed for the Core Curriculum is “Summarize the main ideas and key 
details of written texts and other forms of communication.” The action (verb in the cognitive process 
dimension of the taxonomy) is “summarize” and what we want the students to summarize is “main ideas 
and key details,” which is the object of that action. This outcome is about conceptual knowledge and the 
cognitive process of understanding.  

This taxonomy can help with writing objectives at the different levels of cognitive processes and 
knowledge to promote learning at all four levels of knowledge and all six cognitive process levels from 
remember to create.  

The knowledge dimension levels are:  

• factual  
• conceptual  
• procedural  
• metacognitive  

The cognitive process dimension levels are:  

• remember 
• understand 
• apply 
• analyze 
• evaluate 
• create 

This is similar to the original taxonomy but the re-designers were more careful to avoid overlap between 
the levels. The table on the following page (Bloom’s Taxonomy with Revised Two-Dimensional 
Terminology) provides the elements of the revised taxonomy, operational terminology or verbs that can 
be used at each cognitive process level, and possible assessment formats for assessing learning at those 
levels.  
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Bloom’s Taxonomy with Revised Two-Dimensional Terminology 

The two dimensions of the taxonomy are the Cognitive Process levels (the verbs) and the Knowledge Dimension 
(the noun or objective of the cognitive process).  The Knowledge Dimension categories are factual, conceptual, 
procedural, or metacognitive and are indicated as possible categories for each of the Cognitive Process levels.  The 
Cognitive Process levels and Knowledge Dimension categories are presented in the table below with operational 
terminology and possible assessment formats. 

BLOOM’S REVISED TAXONOMY 
Cognitive Process Levels and 
Knowledge Dimensions 

OPERATIONAL 
TERMINOLOGY 
These are verbs to use for each 
category 

POSSIBLE ASSESSMENT 
FORMATS 

Remember 
All areas of the knowledge dimension 
involved in remembering 
 

recognize, identify, recall, 
retrieve, list, name 
 

Recognize or identify: 
verification (true/false), 
matching, forced choice 
Recall, retrieve, list, name: 
Open-ended with either 
high cueing (several hints 
given) or low cueing (no 
hints given). 

Understand 
Conceptual knowledge provides the 
basis for understanding 

interpret, translate, paraphrase, 
represent, clarify, exemplify, 
illustrate, classify, categorize, 
sequence, summarize, 
generalize, abstract, infer, 
extrapolate, interpolate, predict, 
conclude, compare, contrast, 
match, map, explain, construct a 
model, draw, restate, map 

Constructed response and 
selected response but must 
require that students cannot 
answer correctly by relying 
on memory alone. 
Classifying: same as above 
plus sorting  
For inferring: completion 
tasks, analogy tasks, oddity 
tasks 
For comparing: mapping 
For explaining: reasoning, 
redesigning, 
troubleshooting 

Apply 
Understanding conceptual knowledge is 
a prerequisite to being able to apply 
procedural knowledge 
 

execute, carry out, compute, 
demonstrate, show, operate, 
write, implement, use, employ, 
dramatize, manipulate  

Execute: Student given a 
familiar task that can be 
performed using a well-
known procedure. 
Implementing: Student 
given an unfamiliar task 
that must be solved.  

Analyze 
Consider an extension of understanding 
or a prelude to evaluate and create 

differentiate, discriminate, 
distinguish, focus, select, 
organize, structure, integrate, 
find coherence, outline, parse, 
diagram, dissect, debate, 
subdivide, solve, relate, 
attribute, deconstruct   

Differentiate: assess with 
constructed response or 
selection tasks 
Organize: constructed 
response or selection task 
Attribute: construct or 
select a description of 
another’s point of view 

Evaluate check, test, detect, monitor, 
critique, judge, justify, support, 
appraise, recommend, rate, 
decide, defend, 

Checking: self, peer, 
rubrics 
Critique: self, peer, rubrics 

! !



revised 7/31/2013 Page 24 

BLOOM’S REVISED TAXONOMY 
Cognitive Process Levels and 
Knowledge Dimensions 

OPERATIONAL 
TERMINOLOGY 
These are verbs to use for each 
category 

POSSIBLE ASSESSMENT 
FORMATS 

Create generate, hypothesize, 
experiment, plan, compose, 
formulate, construct, invent, 
design 

Constructed response 
formats, rubrics 
Develop, describe or select 
solution plans 

 

Approved Learning Outcomes with Knowledge and Cognitive Process Dimensions of the Revised 
Bloom’s Taxonomy  

This table is a reanalysis of the Core learning outcomes using the revised two-dimensional taxonomy.  The italicized 
Knowledge Dimension words and the italicized words in the table below indicate that those words are the nouns 
that are used to determine the category of the Knowledge Dimension in that objective. The Knowledge Dimension 
nouns (the objects of the action to be taken by the students) are italicized. The verbs for the Cognitive Process 
Dimension are in bold. 

Core Areas Learning Outcomes Knowledge 
Dimension 

Cognitive 
Process 
Dimension 

A. Core Proficiencies 
Written 
Communication 
(A1) 

Develop and use metacognitive or alternative 
strategies to comprehend text and other resource 
content.  

Metacognitive 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 

Summarize the main ideas and key details of 
written texts and other forms of communication.  

Conceptual Understand 

Engage in pre-writing activities that generate ideas 
and explore facts, feelings, and assumptions, 
while employing a process that fosters self-
knowledge and further inquiry.  

Procedural 
Metacognitive 

Apply 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Create a thesis statement or main claim and 
supporting claims for academic presentation and 
argument (on the basis of further argument).  

Conceptual Create 

Determine target audiences and demonstrate 
rhetorical strategies appropriate in form and tone 
to engage the audience using standard, discipline-
appropriate academic language and 
documentation.  

Conceptual 
Procedural  

Evaluate  

Use appropriate research strategies with a variety 
of resources to support research papers and other 
academic arguments, including: analyzing sources 
for relevance to the argument, and synthesizing 
these sources into written work while avoiding 
plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations.  

Procedural 
Conceptual 

Apply 
Evaluate 
Create 

! !
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Oral 
Communication 
(A2) 

Demonstrate an understanding of the types of 
speech presentation.  

Conceptual Understand 

Formulate a clear, achievable, ethical purpose for 
a speech.  

Conceptual Create 

Analyze an audience and adapt the speech to 
achieve a specific purpose.  

Conceptual Evaluate 
Apply 

Deliver a speech extemporaneously.  Procedural Apply 
Demonstrate effective use of voice (pitch, rate, 
volume, etc.) and nonverbal cues (eye contact, 
gestures, etc.) to achieve a speech goal.  

Conceptual 
Procedural  

Apply 

Integrate supporting material and supplementary 
aids into a speech in an ethical manner.  

Conceptual  
Procedural 

Analyze 
Apply 

Demonstrate an understanding of the role and 
elements of speaker credibility and integrate 
elements to enhance credibility.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 
Analyze 

! !

Core Areas Learning Outcomes Knowledge 
Dimension 

Cognitive 
Process 
Dimension 

Quantitative and 
Symbolic 
Reasoning (A3) 

Demonstrate number sense. Estimate and check 
answers to mathematical problems in order to 
determine reasonableness, identify alternatives, and 
select optimal results. Make appropriate use of 
technology, being mindful of its limitations when 
solving problems.  

Conceptual 
Procedural  
Metacognitive 

Understand 
Evaluate 
Apply 

Recognize the behavior of polynomial, rational, 
radical, exponential, and logarithmic models. 
Represent the quantitative phenomena in these 
models using verbal, tabular and symbolic form.  

Factual 
Conceptual 
Procedural 

Remember 
Understand 
Apply 

Solve problems using mathematical (arithmetical, 
algebraic, geometric and statistical) methods.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 
Analyze 

Correctly convert, interpret, and analyze different 
units of measure.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Understand 
Analyze 
Apply 

Use mathematical models to interpret, 
hypothesize, and communicate about quantitative 
phenomena, such as behavior of drugs in the 
blood, changes in populations, and fluctuations in 
process.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 
Create 

B. Observation and Experimentation 
Physical Sciences 
(B1) 

Acquire basic contemporary science literacy that 
enables discussion of scientific issues at a non-
professional level of expertise.  

Conceptual  Remember  

Apply the distinctively empirical methodology of 
the sciences to study physical phenomena.  

Conceptual  
Procedural 

Apply 

Recognize the interdisciplinary aspect of science, 
not only to other forms of scientific inquiry, but to 
fields of study outside of science.  

Conceptual Remember 

Identify ethical boundaries and implications of 
contemporary scientific developments.  

Conceptual Remember 

Identify the historical development and social 
impact of science. 

Factual 
Conceptual 

Remember 
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Statistical and 
Probabilistic 
Reasoning (B3) 

Use simple sampling and estimation techniques.  Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 

Perform basic statistical analyses, including 
hypothesis testing and confidence intervals.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 

Represent data groups graphically and 
symbolically for various types of data, such as 
demographic information.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 

Apply concepts of probability and probability 
measures, for instance, in determining risk 
assessment or interpreting predictions.  

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Apply 

Analyze and evaluate common statistical 
situations, such as making a claim of a novel 
scientific finding or outcomes of polls and surveys.  

Conceptual Analyze 
Evaluate 

Recognize that mathematical and statistical 
methods have limits, and be able to identify their 
misuse.  

Conceptual Remember 

Effectively communicate technical results of 
statistical work.  

Conceptual 
 

Create 

! !

Core Areas Learning Outcomes Knowledge 
Dimension 

Cognitive 
Process 
Dimension 

 Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

Social Sciences (B2) Identify major ideas and theories and their 
application in the social sciences.  

Factual 
Conceptual 

Remember 

Recognize how scientific methodology is used to 
study major areas of both personal and public life.  

Conceptual Remember 

 Recognize the relationship between the social 
sciences and other academic disciplines. 

Conceptual Remember 

Distinguish the use and misuse of research 
findings from social sciences in public life.  

Conceptual Analyze 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 
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 Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

C. Transcending the Physical 
Philosophical 
Knowledge (C1) 

Define the basic elements of the logical analysis 
of arguments.  

Factual Remember 

Recognize the role of philosophy as a foundation 
for other modes of inquiry.  

Conceptual Remember 

Identify and discuss central issues of philosophy; 
that is, questions concerning truth and 
knowledge, reality, moral values, and social 
justice.  

Conceptual Remember 

Recognize the rich diversity of philosophical 
viewpoints. 

Conceptual Remember 

Provide rational support for their beliefs, and fairly 
and reasonably evaluate the positions of others.  

Metacognitive Understand 
Analyze 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

Religious 
Knowledge (C2) 

Identify sources and purposes of religious ideas 
and rituals and how differences of interpretation 
form within and among religions.  

Conceptual Remember 

Explain the role of religion and spirituality in 
human life and society, regardless of their 
personal beliefs.  

Conceptual Understand 

Demonstrate a critical appreciation for the 
approach, analysis, and comprehension of religion 
through the broader perspectives of various 
disciplines.  

Conceptual Evaluate 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

!
! !

Core Areas Learning Outcomes Knowledge 
Dimension 

Cognitive 
Process 
Dimension 
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 Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

D. Interpretation and Inspiration 
Historical 
Knowledge (D1) 

Recognize and appreciate the forces of historical 
continuity and change. 

Conceptual Remember 
Understand 

Explain the relationships among historical events, 
culture and social forces.  

Conceptual Understand 

Demonstrate how history and the writing of 
history influence culture and social perspectives, 
and how culture and social perspectives influence 
history and the writing of history. 

Conceptual Understand 
Analyze 

Evaluate historical and contemporary perspectives 
about the world.  

Conceptual Evaluate 

 Explain how major historical events shape 
societies.  

Factual 
Conceptual  

Understand 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

Literature (D2) Develop an awareness of the diverse literatures 
and genres that express human experiences and 
represent varied cultural perspectives. 

Metacognitive Remember 

Recognize how various theoretical perspectives 
may alter or illuminate the interpretation of a 
work of literature. 

Conceptual Remember 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problems 
associated with literacy representation, such as the 
relationship of a given work of literature to the 
culture of which it is an artifact, the relationship 
between one text and another and the relationship 
between the author, the text and the reader.  

Conceptual Understand 

Compare and contrast literary theories as 
they complement, overlap with, or 
conflict with each other and with the 
perspectives of other disciplines.  

Conceptual Understand 

Write analytic essays as well as less formal 
responses to literature making use of a literary 
critical vocabulary to address issues in specific 
texts.  

Conceptual Analyze 

! !

Core Areas Learning Outcomes Knowledge 
Dimension 

Cognitive 
Process 
Dimension 
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 Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

Fine and Creative 
Arts (D3) 

Demonstrate basic visual and aural literacy. Conceptual Understand 
Comprehend the historical development of an 
artistic form and locate specific works within that 
tradition.  

Conceptual  
Factual  

Understand 
Apply 

Explain the relationship between artistic 
production and the culture in which it arises. 

Conceptual Understand 

Discuss the multiple interpretive possibilities of 
any artistic production and how they change over 
time.  

Conceptual Understand 

Evaluate works of art in light of aesthetic 
principles and historic precedent.  

Conceptual Evaluate 

Distinguish works of fine art from products of 
popular and vernacular culture.  

Conceptual Analyze 

Formulate cogent arguments about artistic works 
using the appropriate critical and technical 
vocabulary.  

Conceptual Create 

Apply critical principles to the examination of an 
immediate, direct personal experience with a 
work of art.  

Conceptual Apply 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

E. Improving the World 
Ethics, Social 
Justice, and 
Professional 
Responsibility (E1) 

Define basic norms of other-regarding (moral) 
conduct. 

Conceptual Remember 

Recognize the moral dimension of everyday 
human interactions and experiences. 

Conceptual Remember 

Recognize at personal, professional and societal 
levels the significant moral interests and claims of 
individuals and the common good.  

Conceptual Remember 

Compare and contrast basic theories of moral 
reasoning by evaluating their strengths and 
weaknesses.  

Conceptual Understand 

! !

Core Areas Learning Outcomes Knowledge 
Dimension 
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 Formulate and support ethical judgments by 
assessing relevant values, principles, virtues, rights 
and responsibilities of all concerned.  

Conceptual Evaluate 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (F1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (F1) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

F. Integrating Themes 
Reading, Writing, 
and Research 
Across-the-Core 
Curriculum (F1) 

Develop a purposeful writing process appropriate 
to the argumentative or analytic nature of 
academic work that includes generating ideas, 
focusing, drafting, and revising – revision being a 
process that involves reflection, editing, feedback 
and publishing for a particular audience. (1) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 
Evaluate 

Develop and refine proficiency of mechanical 
issues and grammatical usage in the creation of 
academic or professional writing, including visual 
texts.  (1a) 

Procedural 
Factual 

Apply 
Evaluate 

Determine target audiences and develop 
rhetorical strategies appropriate to those 
audiences.  (1b) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Evaluate  
Create 

When writing scientific papers, describe and 
apply basic empirical research methods, including 
research design, analysis of data and of causal 
relationships, and interpretation of results. 
Recognize the strengths and limitations of 
empirical evidence-based research methods in a 
specific field of study.  (1c) 

Conceptual 
Procedural 

Understand 
Apply 

Comprehend and practice ethical methods to 
avoid plagiarism and infringements of copyright 
regulations. (2) 

Conceptual Understand 
Apply 

Employ appropriate research strategies with a 
variety of resources. Evaluate the resources used 
and the information selected from them. (3) 

Procedural 
Factual 

Apply 
Evaluate 

Document resource citations according to 
standard writing styles such as APA and MLA In 
cases of scientific papers or lab reports cite 
resources and findings in a method that effectively 
communicates the results of the experiment. (3a) 

Procedural 
Conceptual 

Apply 

Demonstrate the ability to summarize the main 
ideas and key details of a resource. (3b) 

Procedural Understand 

Develop and use metacognitive or alternative 
strategies to comprehend text and other resource 
content. (3c) 

Metacognitive 
Procedural 

Create 
Apply 

! !
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Critical Thinking 
(F2) 

Identify the assumptions, methods, and standards 
of evidence in various fields of study.  

Conceptual Remember 

Recognize the language of signs and symbols and 
their role in cultural discourse.  

Conceptual Remember 

Apply the fundamentals of sound argumentation 
in order to critically analyze the evolving aspects 
of human knowledge and experience.  

Factual 
Conceptual 

Apply 
Analyze 

Compare different opinions and claims of 
knowledge, and recognize the limitations of their 
own perspectives.  

Conceptual 
Metacognitive 

Understand 
Evaluate 

Discriminate between results and conclusions, 
and evaluate their implications for social and 
cultural situations. 

Conceptual Analyze 
Evaluate 

Understanding 
Cultural Diversity 
(F3) 

Express a basic knowledge of a variety of cultures 
and the issues and challenges experienced.  

Knowledge Remember 

Recognize the interdependence of cultures in both 
domestic and global terms.  

Conceptual Remember 

Recognize the intellectual and spiritual limitations 
of their own cultural assumptions and biases by 
attaining new perspectives and demonstrate an 
understanding of diverse ways of knowing.  

Metacognitive Remember 
Understand 
Analyze 

Cultivate intercultural competence.  Conceptual Create 
Understanding 
Human Difference 
(F4) 

Express greater interpersonal understanding, 
recognizing that human differences, such as 
gender, race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, ableness, 
and other identity categories, are complex and 
varied.  

Metacognitive 
Conceptual 

Understand 

Interpret ways in which group identities are 
formed in a heterogeneous society. 

Conceptual Understand 

Evaluate the issues arising from inequity, prejudice 
and exclusion in contemporary societies.  

Conceptual Evaluate 

Spirituality and 
Meaning Related to 
Personal 
Development (F5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Articulate the Ignatian and Mercy charisms in 
the context of the Catholic intellectual tradition 
as a faith that engages the world.  

Conceptual Understand 

Recognize the value of the human person, 
human endeavor, human community, and the 
theological belief in a world that is inherently 
good. 

Conceptual Remember 

Examine one's experience with regard to the 
search for transcendence, faith and spirituality.  

Metacognitive Evaluate 

Explore one's personal vocation and mission. Metacognitive Evaluate 

Spirituality and 
Meaning Related to 
Social Justice (F6) 

Appraise and evaluate the goals, values, and 
conceptions of social justice. 

Conceptual Evaluate 

Cultivate an understanding of the dynamics of 
economic, political, and social injustice. 

Conceptual Create 

Investigate remedies to social injustice. Conceptual Analyze 

! !
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Dimension 

Cognitive 
Process 
Dimension 



revised 7/31/2013 Page 32 

!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 

McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines 
  



revised 7/31/2013 Page 33 

McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines 
 
The University of Detroit Mercy recognizes the importance of syllabi as documents that reflect the 
creativity and intellectual endeavors of its faculty.  Faculty members have the right to determine the 
substance of their syllabi within the guidelines of the college/program.  Therefore, with the exception of 
statements that provide information regarding compliance with University policies and with individual 
college and/or program policies, this document refers to the format of syllabi and not to content. 
 
Rationale 
A course syllabus is a student's contract with the instructor and the University.  A course syllabus should 
clearly indicate to students what is expected of them in the course and how they are to be evaluated.  
Each student must receive a copy of the course syllabus by the initial class session either in hard copy or 
electronic format. 
 
Note 
This document describes the minimum guidelines for a course syllabus.  Individual colleges and 
programs may require additional information. 
 
Standard Information 
 
1. Course title and number; section number; number of credit hours; classroom number; days and times 

of class meetings, tentative class timeline or schedule, course prerequisites/ co-requisites, if any. 

2. Instructor's name and title; location of office; phone number; udmercy.edu email address; office 
hours; names of teaching assistants and/or other instructors, if any. 

3. Catalog description of the course, along with an instructor-generated description of the course, if any. 

4. List of required texts, readings; list of supplemental texts, readings, and other potential materials, if 
applicable. 

5. Basic explanation of grading and, if applicable, the weights assigned to each course component. 

6. Learning outcomes (broader, programmatic statements) and objectives (more specific, course-based 
statements) that indicate what students should be able to achieve upon completion of the course, so 
long as students engage with the instruction, assignments, and all of the course material. 

7. Any anticipated required meetings outside of regularly scheduled meeting times. 

8. Description of policies regarding attendance, participation in class, late assignments, missed classes, 
formation of and participation in team projects (if applicable), etc. 

9. A statement of, or link to, relevant university and college policies and procedures such as mission 
statements, disability support services, and academic integrity standards. 

10. A “subject-to-change” statement covering the tentative class timeline/schedule and the entire 
syllabus. 
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University of Detroit Mercy 
Core Curriculum Course Submission Form 

 

Use this form to submit an existing course, or a new course to UDM Core Curriculum.  New courses should be 
approved by the department/college according to your college’s normal course approval process. 

Please Note: This file is an MS Word document in the form of a table. The table will automatically expand as 
needed. Remember to save your work frequently. 

1. Name of faculty member proposing course inclusion 
in Core (please type or print clearly) 
 

Professor David Davis 
 

Department of faculty 
member 

Communication 
Studies 

Application Date 
 

9/12/11 

2. Course acronym and number 
 

CST 1010 
 
 
 
 
 
For new course offerings, include the course 
number only if one has been assigned through the 
registrar 

Full course name 
Fundamentals of Speech 

 
Pre-requisites 

None 
 
Co-requisites 

None 
 

3. Catalog description 
 
Fundamental understanding of the process of oral communication with an emphasis 
on receiver behavior. Concentrates on basic oral communication competencies: idea 
phrasing, organization and support of ideas, audience analysis and adaptation, 
confidence, delivery skills, and speech preparation procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! !
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4. Core Curriculum learning outcomes to be fulfilled by this course.  Place a √  by the learning outcomes that this 
course will fulfill. Proposed courses must fulfill all of the learning outcomes listed under each given outcome area.  

Core Area √  Check here Core Curriculum Learning Outcomes 

A. Core Proficiencies for 
Knowing the World  

 A1. Written Communication [view] 

� A2. Oral Communication  

 A3. Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning  

B. Knowing the World Through 
Observation and 
Experimentation  

 B1. Physical Sciences  

 B2. Social Sciences [view] 

 B3. Statistical and Probabilistic Reasoning  

C. Knowing the World By 
Transcending the Physical 

 C1. Philosophical Knowledge  

 C2. Religious Knowledge  

D. Knowing the World Through 
Interpretation and 
Inspiration  

 D1. Historical Knowledge  

 D2. Literature  

 D3. Fine and Creative Arts  

E. Knowing the World In Order 
to Improve it 

 
E1. Ethics, Social Justice, and Professional Responsibility  

F. Integrating Themes 
 

 
 F1. Reading, Writing, and Research Across-the-Core Curriculum   

 F2. Critical Thinking  

 F3. Diversity: Understanding Cultural Diversity  

 F4. Diversity: Understanding Human Difference  

 F5. Spirituality and Meaning Related to Personal Development   

  F6. Spirituality and Meaning Related to Social Justice  

 

5. Course syllabus 

__�__ A full course syllabus is attached OR  _____ a generic course syllabus/guidelines is attached (for multiple 
sections).  Important Note: The syllabus must follow the approved McNichols Campus Syllabus Guidelines 
(Appendix B), and must include the relevant UDM Core Curriculum learning outcomes verbatim. 

6. Methods of assessment.  Assessment of learning outcomes should be embedded into the course. Attach the 
assessment rubric(s) that will be used and/or include a description of how the learning outcomes will be assessed. 
Assessment of learning outcomes may be accomplished in a wide variety of ways, including but not limited to, 
questions within an exam, papers, assignments, presentations, portfolios, etc.  

__�__ Rubric is attached. 

Description (not required if rubric is attached) 

 

 
! !
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7. Instructor qualifications.  Describe the academic qualifications for the instructor(s) expected to teach sections 
of this course.    
 
 

Master’s in Communication Studies 
 

 
!
8. Course section offerings expected 
All sections offered should meet the Core 
learning outcomes and include appropriate 
assessment of those outcomes.  

Fall term 
 

One section 
 

Multiple sections 
 

Winter Term 
 

One section 
 

Multiple sections 
 

Summer term(s) 
 

One section 
 

Multiple sections 
 

9. Signatures Faculty member proposing course for the Core 
 

David Davis 
 

Date 
 

10/3/11 

Chair of department or departmental curriculum committee 
 

Vivian Dicks 
 

Date 
 

10/22/11 
 

Important Note: Course proposals that are new to the department/college should first go through the normal 
departmental/college approval process.   
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CST 1010 
FUNDAMENTALS OF SPEECH 

(3 credit hours) 
SYLLABUS 

Term I 2012-2013 
 

Catalog Course Description: CST 1010 Fundamentals of Speech: Fundamental understanding of the 
process of oral communication with an emphasis on receiver behavior.  Concentrates on basic oral 
communication competencies: idea phrasing, organization and support of ideas, audience analysis and 
adaptation, confidence, delivery skills, and speech preparation procedures. 
 
Dr. David Davis             Sec. 06 (CRN 10514), 9:55-11:10 TTh, B33    
Communication Studies Dept.           Sec. 08 (CRN 13461), 8:30 am – 9:45 TTh B33   
Office: B115, (313) 993-3286 ;    
email davisd@udmercy.edu (When contacting me by email, always use your UDM 
 email address); fax. (313) 993-1166.         
 
OFFICE HOURS: Tues. & Thurs. 12:45-1:30; Wed. 10:00-12:00; & by appt. 
 (Any time the office door is open, you are welcome.) 
EMERGENCY CONTACT:  You may send an e-mail message or leave a message on  
 my answering machine.  An alternative is to leave a message in the CLAE office,   
 B122, or with a CLAE representative at (313) 993-1287. 
TEXTBOOK:  Osborn, Michael, Suzanne Osborn and Randall Osborn.  PUBLIC                                  
 SPEAKING. 9th ed., Boston: Pearson, 2012. 
  
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  This course is designed to improve your ability to: 

1. design, construct & deliver an effective speech; 
2. analyze the public speeches of others; and 
3. appreciate the art of public speaking 

Secondary Objective:  Assignments are designed to reinforce skill in written                    
             communication. 
 
LEARNING  OUTCOMES: 
 When you complete this course you should be able to: (1) Demonstrate an understanding of the 
types of speech presentation (comprehension); (2) Formulate a clear, achievable, ethical purpose for a 
speech (application); (3) Analyze an audience and adapt the speech to achieve a specific purpose 
(analysis); (4) Deliver a speech extemporaneously (application); (5) Demonstrate effective use of voice 
(pitch, rate, volume, etc.) and nonverbal cues (eye contact, gestures, etc.) to achieve a speech goal 
(application); (6) Integrate supporting material and supplementary aids into a speech in an ethical 
manner (application); and (6) Demonstrate an understanding of the role and elements of speaker 
credibility and integrate elements to enhance credibility (application). 
 
 
 
 
  



revised 7/31/2013 Page 39 

UNITS OF STUDY:   
 I.  INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING 

Read: Chapters 1, 2, 3 (pp. 54-58), Chpt. 4 
Speech Assignment: ungraded speech of introduction (pp. 54-58). 
Speech Lab: For Chapter 1 the Video Quiz may be helpful, as may the Pre-Test and  
 Post-Test for Chapter 2. 

 
            II. SPEECH PURPOSE & DELIVERY 

Read: Chapters 6, 12 (pp.253-271 & 274-277), 13 (pp.279-287)  
Speech Assignment #1: a 2-4 minute informative extemporaneous speech 
Speech Lab: For Chapter 6 the Pre-Test #18-20 and the Post-Test #10-20 and the  

Video Quiz may help.  For Chapters 12 and 13 the Pre-Tests and Video Quizzes may be useful.   
 

III. AUDIENCE ANALYSIS & ADAPTATION (Attention, Presentation Aids,  
       Language) 
  Read:  Chapters 5, 10, 11 
    Speech Assignment #2: a 3-5 minute informative extemporaneous speech 
  Speech Lab:  For Chapters 5, 10 and 11 the Pre-Tests and Video Quizzes may help.  
 
  
 IV. STRUCTURING & DEVELOPING CONTENT 
  Read:  Chapters 7, 8, 9 (pp. 168-181, 190-194), 13 (pp. 288-294), 14 
  Speech Assignment #3: a 4-6 minute informative extemporaneous speech 
  Speech Lab:  The Video Quizzes for Chapters 7, 8, 9 and 14 may be of interest.  The  
   Pre-Tests for Chapters 8, 9, and 14 may be useful, as may the Post-Test for  
   Chapter 13 
 
 V.  EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS & CONCLUSIONS; SPEAKER ETHOS   

 Read: Chapters 9(pp. 181-190), 15 (pp. 331-337), 14, 3 (pp.40-43)   
 Speech Assignment #4: a 4-6 informative or persuasive extemporaneous     
   Speech 
Speech Lab:  For Chapter 15 try the Video Quiz and “Watch” the speech on   

“Childhood Obesity and the Need for Physical Education Classes” for the use of support.  
 

 VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
  Read:  Chapter 12 pp. 272-273 

Speech Assignment #5: a 4-6 minute informative or persuasive extemporaneous speech 
with an additional 4-6 minute 

  audience participation period (max. total time 10 minutes).   
 
WRITTEN WORK:  Each speech assignment is accompanied by a writing assignment designed to 
allow speakers to explain how they have applied textbook theory to design their speech.  The written 
work MUST be turned in at the time the speech is presented.   If the written work is NOT turned in on 
time, the speaker may NOT be PERMITTED to give the speech and a FAILING GRADE may result. 
 Papers should be written using complete sentences, paragraphs, and standard grammar and 
spelling.  They should be typed on a computer (DOUBLE spaced, 1” margins) on 8 ½”x 11” white 
paper.  Put your NAME in the upper right-hand corner of the first page and STAPLE the pages, 
including any HANDOUTS you intend to use, in the upper left-hand corner.  Writing skill and 
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presentation will be considered in determining the grade.  Faxed or e-mailed final drafts will not be 
accepted. 
 
OUTLINES:  Part of the Written Work includes using outlines to organize your speeches.  You are 
expected to know and use the standards for outlines.  If you need help with outlining, your textbook 
provides guidance and a sample of a key word outline (p. 53) and a formal outline (pp. 197-199).  You 
can also work with me or a consultant in one of the Academic Support centers (see below).  Do not be 
afraid to ask for help! 
 
EXAMINATIONS: Quizzes may be scheduled.  They will be given in the first ten minutes of the class 
period and no make-up will be permitted.  The scores from the quizzes (whether one or many) will be 
cumulative and count as one examination. 
 A mid-semester examination will be given during the week of October 17.  The mid-semester 
examination will cover the first four units identified on the first page of this syllabus, including material 
which will not necessarily have been emphasized in class lecture or discussion.  Bring a Scantron form 
and a #2 pencil. 
 A final examination will be given during the week of December 10.  The final examination 
will cover all chapters assigned, including material which will not necessarily have been emphasized in 
class lecture or discussion.  Bring a Scantron form and a #2 pencil. 
 Mid-semester and final examinations may be taken early if, in the opinion of the professor, 
circumstances merit it, but neither may be made up once the examination has been taken by the class. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED.  “Attendance” means you are in class, on time 
and prepared (readings done, speech ready, textbook handy, paper and pencil out for taking notes).  
There will be an attendance sign-in sheet for each class.  Students who must miss class are responsible 
for getting the notes and speech assignments.  ABSENCE from a class session is NOT an excuse for 
lack of preparation for the following session.  Faxes and e-mail do not constitute “attendance.”  
Absence on the day a student is scheduled to give a speech may result in a failing grade on the 
assignment. 
 If you know in advance that you will be absent for a session when work is due, it is expected 
that you will complete and submit the work BEFORE the due date.  If the presentation of a speech will 
be affected, consult with the professor BEFORE the class signs up for the speech so an appropriate day 
can be scheduled. 
 If you are absent on the day we sign up for the speech presentations, assume you will be 
speaking on the first day of the assignment.  Consult the Tentative Schedule included with this syllabus. 
  
MAKE-UP SPEECHES: No more than ONE speech may be made up during the semester.  Additional 
missed speeches may result in an F being assigned.  Speeches are expected to be made up prior to the 
completion of the immediately following speech assignment (For example, make up speech 3 before 
the end of the speech 4 presentations.)  There is no time planned within the schedule for make-up 
speeches.  (See #5 under GRADES.)  The last day for make-up speeches is December 6, the last regular 
class session. 
 If you are absent on the day you are supposed to speak, when you return, be prepared to speak.  
Bring your speech and written work to class when you return and to every session thereafter, until the 
speech has been presented.  If you are called upon to present the missed speech and you are not ready, 
you may not be given another chance to make up the speech.  (See #5 under GRADES.) 
 While every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate unexpected situations, there is no 
guarantee a missed speech will be able to be made up, however deserving the student may be. 
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GRADES: (1) The speech grades will account for two-thirds of the final grade.  The   
                   examinations, including any quizzes, will account for the other third. 

(2) Mid-semester and final examination grades will be assigned as  
follows: 
 
 100%-90 = A    64%-50 = D 
 89-80 = B    49-0 = F 
 79-65 = C       

                        (3)  Final class grades will be assigned as follows: 
 
   4.00 = A  2.75 = B-  1.00 = D 
   3.75 = A-  2.50 = C+              Less than 1 = F 
   3.5 = B+  2.00 = C 
   3.00 = B  1.75 = C- 
  (4)  Class attendance and participation will be considered in determining  
         the final grade.  Excessive absences or tardiness may result in a grade  
         being lowered one full level (ex. B to C).  Faxes and e-mail do not  
         constitute attendance and participation. 

(5) Failure to present all five speeches may result in a failing grade. 
 

BLACKBOARD:  This syllabus and each of the speech assignments are available for you on 
Blackboard.  Go to http://knowledge.udmercy.edu.  You will be asked for your username 
(firstname.lastname) and password (your student ID#).  If you have trouble, contact the Instructional 
Design Studio at (313) 578-0580 or submit a trouble ticket at http://research.udmercy.edu/idshelpdesk. 
 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES:  There are many academic support services around campus, 
including the Learning Center in the library (3rd floor.) and the Writing Center in Briggs (1st floor.). 
You can find more information about them on the University website or contact me. 
 
DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES AND ACCOMMODATIONS: “If you need course 
accommodations because of a disability (including a physical, mental, or emotional disability), if you 
have emergency medical information to share, or if you need special arrangements in case the building 
must be evacuated, please contact Emilie Gallegos, Director of University Academic 
Services/Disability Support Services at gallegem@udmercy.edu or (313) 578-0310 to schedule an 
appointment.  University Academic Services is located on the 3rd floor of the Library on the McNichols 
Campus.  Students with special needs are urged to identify themselves to the faculty to discuss their 
concerns.  However, faculty cannot provide disability accommodations without official notification 
from the Disability Support Services office.” 
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UNIVERSITY POLICY ON PLAGIARISM & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
“As members of an academic community engaged in the pursuit of truth and with a special concern for 
values, students are expected to conform to a high standard of honesty and integrity in their academic 
work.  The fundamental assumption under which the University operates is that work submitted by a 
student is a product of his/her own efforts. 
 
Among the most serious academic offensives [sic] is plagiarism, submitting the style of another author 
or source without acknowledgment or formal documentation. . . .  
 
The consequences of plagiarism, or any act of academic dishonesty, may range from failure on an 
assignment or in a course to dismissal from the University.” 
 
 
COURSE EVALUATIONS: 
“Student course evaluations are an important source of information for curricular and teaching 
improvement in the College of Liberal Arts and Education.  As such, all students enrolled in CLAE 
courses are required to complete an online course evaluation.  You will receive e-mails explaining how 
to complete the evaluation online.  In addition, your instructor will remind you of the deadline for 
completing this course requirement.” 
 
 No syllabus can account for all possible situations.  Keep in mind, therefore, that whatever the 
circumstances, the applicable standard is that participants in this class are expected to conduct 
themselves as adults, accepting responsibility for themselves and their work, and demonstrating respect 
for themselves and the other people involved in the class. 
 

PLEASE 
NO EATING IN CLASS 

NO PHONES and NO TEXTING IN CLASS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

 
 
 

 
  



revised 7/31/2013 Page 43 

SPEECH ASSIGNMENT #1 
 

 
DUE_____________ 

 
 This speech will be videotaped.  Please bring a blank video tape (a 30 minute is more than 
enough) to class the day you give your speech.  “Forgetting” to bring a blank tape will limit your 
grade for presentation to a maximum of a C. 
 
Objectives:  Students should be able to: 

1. state an achievable, focused purpose; 
2. demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a purpose & a thesis statement; 
3. deliver an extemporaneous speech effectively to an audience, including--  

a. control & use of vocal variety in pitch, rate, volume, etc. 
b. clarity of speaking patterns, including articulation, pronunciation, etc. 
c. use of eye contact; 
d. use of posture & gestures; 
e. use of notes; 

4. identify their own delivery strengths & weaknesses; and 
5. demonstrate an ability to organize ideas in simple outline units. 

 
Read & Study:  Chapters 6, 12 (pp. 252-271, 274-277), 13 (pp. 279-287)       
                            (Recommended: Chapter 3 pp. 44-53)  
Construct:  a 2-4 minute extemporaneous (pp. 270-271) informative (Chpt. 13) speech     
                    on a topic of your choice 
 
Write:  responses to the following: 

1. State the specific purpose of your speech. (pp. 116-117) 
 

2. State the thesis sentence for your speech. (pp. 117-118) 
 
3. Analyze your physical voice cues, identifying, in particular, your strengths & weaknesses.  

(pp. 255-262) 
 

4. Analyze you body language cues, identifying, in particular, your strengths & weaknesses. 
(pp. 262-266) 

 
5. Provide a key-word outline of the Body of your speech.  Be sure to keep a copy for yourself 

in order to present your speech.   (See the sample on p. 53)     
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SPEECH ASSIGNMENT #2 
DUE_____________ 

 
Objectives:  Students should meet all of the objectives in Speech Assignment #1 and be  
 able to: 

1. incorporate use of a presentation aid into the delivery of an extemporaneous  
speech; 

2. identify audience characteristics which may affect the listeners’ ability or 
willingness to pay attention to, understand, &/or accept the message; & 

3. identify & incorporate means of adapting to audience characteristics. 
 
Read & Study: Chapters 5, 10, 11 
 
Construct:  a 3-5 minute extemporaneous (pp. 270-271) informative speech (Chpt. 13)                               
 on a topic of your choice.  Include the use of a presentation aid (Chpt. 10). 
 
Write:  responses to the following: 

1. Identify the specific purpose & thesis statement for your speech (pp. 116-118). 
 

2. Based on the video tape from Speech #1 & your public speaking experience in general, 
comment on the strengths & weakness of your physical voice (pp. 255-262) & body 
language cues (pp. 262-266).  Explain how you are adapting those cues for this speech. 

 
3. Describe your target audience using demographic (pp.83-88), dynamic (pp. 88-96), & 

situational (101-105) characteristics. 
 

4. Identify characteristics  described in #3 that are particularly relevant to achieving your 
purpose, especially as barriers or facilitators.  Be sure to include attitudes, beliefs and values 
(dynamics pp. 88-96) unique to your topic.  Explain why you believe each characteristic will 
help or hinder your success.   

 
5. Describe how you adapt to the audience characteristics identified in #4.  Explain how you 

will overcome the barriers & how you will use facilitators or neutral characteristics.  The 
explanation should include consideration of how you use delivery (pp. 255-266) attention 
factors, presentation aids (Chpt. 10), language (Chpt. 11), & any other means, to adapt. 
 

6. Provide a key-word outline of the Body of your speech.  Be sure to keep a copy for yourself 
in order to present your speech. (See the sample on p. 53.) 
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SPEECH ASSIGNMENT #3 
DUE_____________ 

 
Objectives:  Students should meet all of the objectives of Speech Assignments #1 & 2 (although a 
presentation aid is encouraged, but not required) & be able to: 

1. deliver a well organized speech,  including clear idea statements & effective  
transitions; 

2. demonstrate an ability to identify an effective organizational pattern & apply it  consistently 
in a speech; 

3. demonstrate a familiarity with sources of information, OTHER THAN THEMSELVES, for 
their speeches; & 

4. demonstrate an ability to incorporate a variety of types of evidence to support their 
statements. 

 
Read & Study:  Chapters 7, 8, 9 (pp. 168-181, 190-194), 13 (pp. 288-294), 14  
Construct:  a 4-6 minute extemporaneous  (pp.270-271) informative  (Chpt. 13) or                     
persuasive ( Chpt 14) speech on  a topic of your choice. 
 
Write:  responses to the following: 

1.  Identify the specific purpose & thesis statement for your speech (pp. 116-118). 
2. Identify the demographic, dynamic, & situational characteristics that are barriers or 

facilitators to achieving your purpose (pp.83-96, 101-105). 
3. Describe how you adapt to the audience characteristics.  Explain how you will overcome the 

barriers & how you will use facilitators or neutral characteristics.  The explanation should 
include consideration of how you use delivery (pp.255-266), attention factors, presentation 
aids (Chpt. 10), supporting material (Chpt. 8), language (Chpt. 11), & any other means, to 
adapt. 

4. Identify the speech design you are using for the main points of the Body of your speech 
(pp.288-294 for informative speeches; pp. 319-324 for persuasive speeches). 

5.  Provide a formal outline of the Body of your speech (pp.190-199).  Be sure to use 
COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Transitions should be clearly indicated (pp.179-181).  See the 
sample on pp. 197-199.  

6. In the left-hand margin of the outline identify the type of supporting material/evidence you 
have used (Chpt. 8).  Use at least THREE different types. 

7. Provide a bibliography (p. 199) of at least THREE types of sources, OTHER THAN 
YOURSELF, which you researched in preparing your speech (pp.128-133).Do not use 
Wikipedia.  At least two of the sources must be available off line, although they may be 
delivered online. Use standard bibliographic form.  Consult the MLA HANDBOOK, any 
similar aid, or any English composition text for help with form. See pp. 195-196, 199 for 
examples of the MLA style. 
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SPEECH ASSIGNMENT #4 
DUE_____________ 

 
Objectives:  Students should meet all of the objectives in Speech Assignments #1-3 (although a 
presentation aid is encouraged, but not required) & be able to: 

1. deliver an original manuscript speech, including evidence of an awareness of 
“writing” in oral style, & an ability to overcome the dangers of reduced vocal variety & eye 
contact; 

2. construct an effective introduction & conclusion, consistent with the functions  
of those two parts of a speech; 

3. demonstrate an understanding of the components & role of speaker         
credibility/ethos; 

4. demonstrate an ability to use techniques for raising speaker credibility/ethos. 
Read & Study:  Chapters 9 (pp. 181-190), 15 (pp.331-337), 14, 3 (pp.40-43) 
Construct:  a 4-6 minute extemporaneous (pp. 270-271)  informative (Chpt. 13) or persuasive (Chpt. 
14) speech on a topic of your choice. 
 
Write:  responses to the following: 

1.  Identify the specific purpose & thesis statement for your speech (pp. 116-118). 
2. Describe how you adapt to the audience characteristics.  Explain how you will overcome the 

barriers & how you will use facilitators or neutral characteristics.  The explanation should 
include consideration of how you use delivery (pp. 255-266), attention factors, presentation 
aids (Chpt. 10), supporting material (Chpt. 8), language (Chpt. 11, especially pp.228-230), 
& any other means, to adapt. 

3. Identify the DESIGN PATTERN you are using for the Body of your speech (288-294, 319-
324). 

4. Provide a formal outline of the Body of your speech (pp.190-199).  Be sure to use 
COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Transitions should be clearly indicated (pp.179-181).  See the 
sample on pp. 197-199.   

Be sure to include identification of at least three different types of SUPPORTING 
MATERIAL in the left-hand margin (Chpt. 8). 

5. Provide a bibliography of at least THREE types of sources, OTHER THAN YOURSELF, 
which you researched for the speech (pp.128-133).  See the sample on p. 199. Use standard 
bibliographic form (See #7 from Speech Assignment #3). 

6. Explain how the introduction to your speech meets each of the three basic functions of 
introductions (pp.181-186). 

7. Explain how the conclusion to your speech meets each of the functions of conclusions 
(pp.186-189). 

8. Identify your initial ethos/credibility (p. 333) on the dimensions of competence (p. 40) & 
integrity (p. 41).   

9. Explain how you plan to create your emerging ethos/credibility on each of the dimensions of 
competence & integrity (pp.333, 40, 41). 
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SPEECH ASSIGNMENT #5 
DUE_____________ 

 
Objectives:  Students should meet all of the objectives in Speech Assignments #1-4 (although the use 
of a presentation aid is encouraged, but not required) & be able to: 

1. design & deliver a speech with encourages audience participation 
2. show an ability to make a smooth transition from the speech to the audience participation & 

a smooth conclusion at the end of the participation; & 
3. demonstrate an ability to inspire & handle audience participation, including questions, 

comments & disagreements. 
 
Read & Study:  Chapter 12 (pp.272-273) 
 
Construct:  a 4-6 minute informative or persuasive extemporaneous speech with an          additional 4-
6 minute audience participation  period (maximum total time = 10 minutes).   
                     
Write:  responses to the following: 

1.  Identify the specific purpose & thesis statement for your speech (pp. 116-118).  
2. Describe how you adapt to the audience’s characteristics.  Explain specifically how you 

overcome barriers and use facilitators & neutral characteristics.  Remember that attention to 
your ethos/speaker credibility is part of adaptation to an audience (pp.333, 40, 41). 

3. Identify the DESIGN PATTERN you are using for the Body of your speech (pp. 288-294, 
319-324). 

4. Provide a formal outline of your speech (pp.190-199).  Be sure to use COMPLETE 
SENTENCES.  Transitions should be clearly indicated (pp. 179-181).  See the sample on 
pp. 197-199.   
      Be sure to include identification of at least three different types of SUPPORTING  
MATERIAL in the left-hand margin (Chpt. 8). 

5. Provide a bibliography of at least three types of sources, other than yourself, you researched 
for your speech (pp.128-133).  See the sample on p. 199. 

6. Explain how the introduction & conclusion serve the appropriate functions for those parts of 
a speech (pp.181-189). 

7. Identify the content & delivery adaptations you plan to use to encourage audience 
participation (See the handout distributed in class). 

8. What comments or questions do you predict from the audience? 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 

 The following schedule may be adjusted to accommodate class enrollment, the learning speed 
of the students, weather, requests by students, the demands of the assignments, or other factors.  In any 
case, it is reliable in indicating the order in which the class will proceed.  Students should read the 
assigned pages/chapters/unit BEFORE they are scheduled for lecture/discussion. 
 
Tues. Sept. 4  Review syllabus; Introductory speech interviews 
Thurs. Sept. 6   Introductory speeches; Lecture/disc. Unit I 
Tues. Sept. 11  Lecture/disc. for Unit II, Sign-up for Speech #1 
Thurs. Sept. 13 Complete disc. of Units I & II 
 
Tues. Sept. 18  Speech #1 
Thurs. Sept. 20 Speech #1 [Celebrate Spirit: classes meet at 8:30, 9:30 & 10:30  
   and last for only 50 minutes each]          
Tues. Sept. 25  Speech #1, Begin Lecture/disc. for Unit III 
Thurs. Sept. 27 Lecture/disc. Unit III, Sign-up for Speech #2 
 
Tues. Oct. 2  Speech #2 
Thurs. Oct. 4  Speech #2 
Tues. Oct. 19  Speech #2 
Thurs. Oct. 11  Lecture/disc. Unit IV, Sign-up for Speech #3 
 
Tues. Oct. 16  Complete lecture/disc. for Speech #3 
Thurs. Oct. 18  MID-SEMESTER EXAMINATION (Bring Scantron & #2 pencil) 
Tues. Oct. 23  Speech #3 
Thurs. Oct. 25  Speech #3 
 
Tues. Oct. 30     Speech #3 
Thurs. Nov. 1  Lecture/disc. Unit V, Sign-up for Speech #4 
Tues. Nov.6  In-class work session for Speech #4 
Thurs. Nov.8  Speech #4 
 
Tues. Nov. 13   Speech #4 
Thurs. Nov. 15 Speech #4 
Tues. Nov. 20  Lecture/disc. Sign-up for Speech #5 
Thurs. Nov. 22 Thanksgiving – No class scheduled 
Tues. Nov. 27   Speech #5 
Thurs. Nov. 29 Speech #5 
Tues. Dec. 4  Speech #5 
Thurs. Dec. 6  Speech #5 
 
Week of Dec. 12 FINAL EXAMINATION:  Bring a Scantron form & #2 pencil. 

Sec. 06 Thurs. Dec. 13, 8:00 a.m. – 9:50 a.m. 
Sec. 08 Tues. Dec. 11, 8:00 a.m. -- 9:50 a.m  
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SAMPLE RUBRIC for Core Curriculum Learning Outcomes for use with CST 
1010 

 
The learning outcomes for Oral Communications will be assessed using both assignments and the final exam. 
 

Assessment Tool 
1: Demonstrate an understanding of the types of 
speech presentation. 

Final exam objective questions 

2: Formulate a clear, achievable, ethical purpose for a 
speech. 

Assignments (see syllabus for assignment 
objectives and written responses) 
Assignment #1 (Obj. 1, 2; Write 1) 

3: Analyze an audience and adapt the speech to 
achieve a specific purpose.  

Assignment #2 (Obj. 2, 3; Write 3, 4, 5) 
Assignment #5 (Obj. 1, 2, 3; Write 2) 

4: Deliver a speech extemporaneously.  Assignment #1 (Obj. 3) 
Assignment #2 (Obj. 1) 

5: Demonstrate effective use of voice (pitch, rate, 
volume, etc.) and nonverbal cues (eye contact, 
gestures, etc.) to achieve a speech goal.  

Assignment #1 (Obj. 3 a-e) 
Assignment #4 (Obj. 1) 

6: Integrate supporting material and supplementary 
aids into a speech in an ethical manner. 

Assignment #2 (Obj. 1) 

7: Demonstrate an understanding of the role and 
elements of speaker credibility and integrate elements 
to enhance credibility.  

Assignment #4 (Obj. 3, 4) 
Final exam objective questions 

!
Rubric for Final Exam Objective Questions 

Grade: Percent 
= (# correct / # of questions) 

1: Demonstrate an understanding of the types of 
speech presentation.   
7: Demonstrate an understanding of the role and 
elements of speaker credibility and integrate elements 
to enhance credibility.  

 
So, if 5 questions address Outcome1 and a student gets 4 correct, 4/5 = 80%. If one question addresses 
Outcome1 and the student gets it wrong or right, it is 0% or 100%. 
 
EXAMPLES of expected levels of outcomes: We expect that for each learning outcome: 

• 80% of the students will have a grade of 80% or better, or 
• The average student grade will be 75% or better. 

 
Note that a particular expected level of achievement should be chosen. These are examples. It is 
possible that different expectations exist for Outcome1 and Outcome 7.!
!
! !
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!
Rubric for Assignments 

This rubric will be used for both observation of delivery of speeches and the evaluation of written 
responses by the students. 

Grade: 1 
Item not 
achieved 

2 
Partially 
achieved 

3 
Achieved 
at a basic 

level 

4 
Good 

5 
Very 
good 

1: Demonstrate an understanding of 
the types of speech presentation.  

     

2: Formulate a clear, achievable, 
ethical purpose for a speech.  

     

3: Analyze an audience and adapt the 
speech to achieve a specific purpose.  

     

4: Deliver a speech extemporaneously.       
5: Demonstrate effective use of voice 
(pitch, rate, volume, etc.) and 
nonverbal cues (eye contact, gestures, 
etc.) to achieve a speech goal.  

     

OC6: Integrate supporting material 
and supplementary aids into a speech 
in an ethical manner.  

     

7: Demonstrate an understanding of 
the role and elements of speaker 
credibility and integrate elements to 
enhance credibility.  

     

EXAMPLES of expected levels of outcomes: We expect that for each learning outcome: 
• 90% of the students will achieve a grade of 3 or better, or 
• 50% of the students will achieve a grade of 4 or better, or 
• The average student grade will be 3.7 or better. 

 
Note that a particular expected level of achievement should be chosen. These are examples. It is 
possible that different expectations will exist for Outcome1 through Outcome 7. 
!
!
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Appendix D 
CCIC Proposed Course Action Form 
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Core Curriculum Implementation Committee (CCIC) 
Proposed Course Action Form  

(for use by the CCIC only) 
 

Course acronym and number Full course name 
 
 
 
 
Date received 
 
 
Faculty member who proposed the course 
 
 

 
Action by CCIC:                             ACCEPT                                         REVISE 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature Committee Chair (print or type) 

 
 

Date 
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Appendix E 
Core Course Approval Stages Flow Chart 
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!
 
 

Step 1 
A department (re)submits a 

course to the CCIC for 
inclusion in the new Core 

 

Step 2 
The CCIC reviews the 

proposal for completeness 
 

Result 2B 
The proposal is 

incomplete and must be 
returned to originating 

department 
 

Result 2A 
The proposal is complete 
 

Step 3 
The CCIC forwards proposal 

to the appropriate CSCC/RCIT 
for inspection of content  

 

Result 3A 
The CSCC/RCIT 

recommends to the CCIC 
that the course be 

included in the new Core 
 

Result 3B 
The CSCC/RCIT 

recommends that the 
originating department 
address deficiencies in 

proposal 
 

Step 4 
The CCIC reviews both  

the proposal and the 
CSCC/RCIT recommendation 
 

Result 4A 
The CCIC approves the 

recommendation for 
acceptance.  The course 
is added to the pool of 
potential Core courses 

 

Result 4C 
The CCIC’s 

recommendation is at 
odds with that of the 

CSCC/RCIT and must be 
arbitrated by MFA 

Result 4B 
The CCIC agrees with 
recommendation for 

revision and the proposal 
is returned to the 

originating department 


